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Latino AmeriGans 0rganize

Guide to Reading

Big ldeas
Struggles for Rights Latinos orga-

nized to fight discrimination and to gain

access to better education and jobs.

Content Vocabulary
. repatriation (p.694)

. bilingualism (p.697)

Academic Vocabulary
. likewise (p.692)

. adequate (p.696)

People and Events to ldentify
. League of United Latin American

Citizens (p.69s)

. American Gl Forum (p.696)

. C6sar Chdvez (p 697)

. Dolores Huerta (p 697)

. United Farm Workers (p.697)

. La Raza Unida (p.697)

. Bilingual Education Act (p.697)

Reading Strategy
Organizing Complete a time line

similar to the one below to record

major events in the struggle of Latinos

for equal civil and political rights.

\ flost Meican Americans and Mexican immigrants
IVllived in the Southwest, where many faced dis-
crimination in jobs and housing.By the mid-twentieth
century more immigrants arrived from various parts of
Latin America. Latinos formed cMl rights organtzations
to challenge discrimination.

Latinos Migrate llorth
ffitfnilTEFt Mexicans, the largest Spanish-speaking immigrant group,
faced discrimination and segregation in the West and Southwest.

HISTORY AND YOU Have you ever heard of immigrants getting their
"green cards," which permit them to work in the United States? Read on to
learn how the Bracero Program allowed some Mexicans to work on a tempo-
rary basis.

Americans of Mexican heritage have lived in what is now the
United States since before the founding of the republic. Their num-
bers steadily increased in the 1800s, in part because the United States
acquired territory where Mexicans already lived, and in part because
Mexicans began migrating north to live in the United States. In the
twentieth century Mexican immigration rose dramatically.

In 1910 the Metcan Revolution began and the resulting turmoil
prompted a wave of emigration from Mexico that lasted more than a

decade. During the 1920s, half a million Mexicans immigrated to the
United States through official channels, and an unknown number
entered the country through other means. Precise population esti-
mates are impossible to determine because many Mexicans fre-
quently moved back and forth across the border.

Not surprisingly, persons of Mexican heritage remained concen-
trated in the areas that were once the northern provinces of Mexico.
In 1930, 90 percent of ethnic Mexicans in the United States lived in
Texas, California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado. In Texas, the
favorite destinations for Mexican immigrants, cities such as San

Antonio and E1 Paso, had large populations of Mexican Americans
and Mexican immigrants. As a result of hear,y Mexican immigration,
the ethnic Mexican population in Texas grew from 71,052 in 1900 to
683,681. in 1930. Southern Caiifornia,likewise, had a large Spanish-
speaking population.

Of course, not ali Mexican Americans remained ln the West and
Southwest. In the 1910s and 1,920s, along with Americans of other
ethnic backgrounds, many Mexican Americans headed for the cities
of the Midwest and Northeast, where they found jobs in factories.
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Latinos Arrive in America, 191(Fl950

ln the twentieth century Latinos, mainly Mexicans, began

to enter the United States in large numbers settling mostly
in the West and Southwest. Others, who came from Puerto

Rico or Cuba, often settled in the barrios of the large cities

in the East.

\,\ I

L Family of Mexican migrant workers, who came to the United
States as part of the Bracero program during World War ll

A Ihese refugees, guarded by U.5. troops at Fort Bliss,

Texas, were some of the more than 500,000 who came
to the United States to escape the turmoil of the Mexican
Revolution.

j Analyzing

1. lnterpreting The U.S. Latino population is

made up of which main groups?

2. Drawing Conclusions Why have Latino

Americans experienced a growing political

influence in recent years?

Mexicans Face
Discrimination

Across the Southwest, most Mexican
Americans lived in barrios. Barrios were the
product of a combination of the region's his-
tory and discrimination against Latinos. Los
Angeles, for example,was founded as a Spanish
town in 1781. When English-speaking settlers
arrived a century later, they built around the
older Spanish-speaking district.

Residential segregatlon, however, also had
roots in ethnic discrimination. With hear,lz

Mexican immigration in the early twentieth
century the ethnic Mexlcan population of Los

Angeles grew from 5,000 in 1900 to around
190,000 in 1930. By that time, the Spanish-
speaking population was segregated in the
eastern part of the city, where most lived in
small, dilapidated housing and suffered high
rates of infant mortality and disease.

In California and across the Southwest, dis-
crimination in employment meant that most
ethnic Mexicans could find work only in 1ow-

paying jobs. Many lived in rural areas where they
worked as agricultural laborers. Ernesto Calarza

was eight years old when his family immigrated
to California and settled in Sacramento in 1913.

In his autobiography, he recalled the importance
of the barrio to new immigrants:
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