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Satyagraha
Mahatma Gandhi as the leader of the Indian National Congress sought an
independent India. His pursuit of independence was based on Satyagraha—
non-violent non-cooperation. This doctrine came to mean vindication of truth,
not by inflicting suffering on one’s opponents, but on one’s self. Gandhi was
arrested and charged with sedition. Below is an excerpt from the speech Gandhi
gave at his trial on March 23, 1922.

Non-violence is the first article of my faith. It is the last article of my faith.
But I had to make my choice. I had either to submit to a system which I
considered has done an irreparable harm to my country or incur the risk of
the mad fury of my people bursting forth when they understood the truth
from my lips. I know that my people have sometimes gone mad. I am deeply
sorry for it; and I am therefore, here, to submit not to a light penalty but to
the highest penalty. I do not ask for mercy. I do not plead any extenuating
act. I am here, therefore, to invite and submit to the highest penalty that can
be inflicted upon me for what in law is a deliberate crime and what appears
to me to be the highest duty of a citizen. The only course open to you, Mr.
Judge is, as I am just going to say in my statement, either to resign your post
or inflict on me the severest penalty if you believe that the system and law
you are assisting to administer are good for the people. I do not expect that
kind of conversion. But by the time I have finished with my statement you
will, perhaps, have a glimpse of what is raging within my breast to run this
maddest risk which a sane man can run.

Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-starved masses of Indians
are slowly sinking to lifelessness. Little do they know that their miserable
comfort represents the brokerage they get for the work they do for the for-
eign exploiter, that the profits and the brokerage are sucked from the masses.
Little do they realize that the government established by law in British India
is carried on for this exploitation of the masses. No sophistry, no jugglery in
figures can explain away the evidence the skeletons in many villages present
to the naked eye. The law itself in this country has been used to serve the
foreign exploiter. My experience of political cases in India leads me to the
conclusion that in nine out of every ten the condemned men were totally
innocent. Their crime consisted in love of their country. In ninety-nine cases
out of a hundred, justice has been denied to Indians as against Europeans in
the courts of India. This is not an exaggerated picture. It is the experience of
almost every Indian who has had anything to do with such cases. In my
opinion, the administration of the law is thus prostitute consciously or
unconsciously for the benefit of the exploiter.

The greatest misfortune is that the Englishmen and their Indian associ-
ates in the administration of the country do not know that they are engaged 
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in the crime I have attempted to describe. I am satisfied that many English
and Indian official honestly believe that they are administering one of the
best systems devised in the world and that India is making steady though
slow progress. They do no know that a subtle but effective system of terror-
ism and an organized display of force on the one hand and the deprivation
of all powers of retaliation or self-defense on the other have emasculated the
people and induced in them the habit of simulation. This awful habit has
added to the ignorance and the self-deception of the administrators.

I believe that I have rendered a service to India and England by showing
in non-cooperation the way out of the unnatural state in which both are liv-
ing. In my humble opinion, non-cooperation with evil is as much a duty as
is cooperation with good. But in the past, non-cooperation has been deliber-
ately expressed in violence to the evildoer. I am endeavouring to show to my
countrymen that violent non-cooperation only multiplies evil and that as
evil can only be sustained by violence, withdrawal of support of evil requires
complete abstention from violence. Non-violence implies voluntary submis-
sion to the penalty for non-cooperation with evil. I am here, therefore to
invite and submit cheerfully to the highest penalty that can be inflected
upon me for what in law is deliberate crime and what appears to me to be
the highest duty of a citizen.

1. Why does Gandhi advocate non-violent non-cooperation as a form of protest?

2. Why does Gandhi expect to be found guilty?

3. What does Gandhi feel is the problem with British rule?

4. How does Gandhi appear to feel toward the judge and the current government?

5. Find out the outcome of Gandhi’s trial and how he continued to advocate
Satyagraha.
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